
HEALTH, SAFETY & ENVIRONMENT REPORT 2009
Gaillon France

Nufarm Gaillon is the French Nufarm plant, located in Normandy

The plant

Health and safety performance

Wastes

is located between Paris and the harbour of Le Havre. 
This strategic location is connected to the rest of the world by 
motorway, railroad and indirectly by seaway.
The plant consists of three sections,  manufacturing:
•   Performance chemicals: naphthalene sulphonate surfactants
•   Fine chemicals: toll activity and  active compounds for 
agricultural chemicals (bromoxynils, ioxynils, butraline) 
•   Agricultural chemicals : aqueous and non-aqueous liquid 
formulations

Injury Frequency Rates
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Medical treatment Lost time Severity
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Destination of waste

We have a program of fi nding a partner that could use some of 
our wastes as a resource so that we can avoid having to incinerate 
the materials.
We continue to reduce sludges and organic waste, both 
chlorinated and non chlorinated. Reductions in the amount of 
waste disposed in landfi ll is also welcome.
The discharge to the river was somewhat higher during the year. 
The increase is due to additional salt generated by an increase in 
production of butroxydim.
The increase in material to incineration was due to an improved 
effl uent treatment process that generated more sludge, and 
a signifi cant quantity of raw materials and fi nished products 
that were no longer required, most of them being due to the 
bankruptcy of the customer.

In 2008, we suffered one serious injury when a contractor caught 
his hand under a heavy weight, resulting in serious damage to 
fi ngers with the ultimate need to amputate three fi ngers.
During the year we carried out a number of programs aimed at 
improving safety. They included:
•   Behavioral Training (‘Remember Charlie’, Meerkat, legal 
responsibility, ‘Take 5’)
•   Reporting of incidents and hazards. Our ratio UIR/IR is 11,3
•   Action “‘Jeune Chimie Sécurité’ (Youth chemistry safety) in 
parternership with UIC and a local High School 
•   Flash Info HSE (our internal safety alert publication) published 
every month
•   Audit ‘management of change’ by DRIRE without any non- 
conformity
•   two inspections of the chlorine installation, ”IPPC” by DRIRE 
without any non-conformity

Note: All lost time injuries are also counted as medical treatment injuries

Energy performance
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Fuel & other sources Electricity Total Energy per tonne

Electricity generator reports 81 g CO2 per KWhr)

Energy performance

We use only natural gas and electricity (steam generation). The 
increase in energy use in 2008 was due to very poor weather 
conditions during the year.



Address:

Website:Facsimile:
Telephone:

www.nufarm.com

We aim to carry out our business with no adverse effects on our people, the community
or the environment. We strive for sustainable development and continuous improvement.

Emissions to air

Gaillon, France

Notre Dame-de-la-Garenne,
Z1 Secteur C 27600 Gaillon, France
(33 2) 3264 7400
(33 2) 3264 7489

Town water

Environmental complaints

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

0

5

10

15

20

25

Environmental complaints Accepted Not accepted Doubtful

Environmental complaints

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

M
eg

al
itr

e

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

To
nn

e 
w

at
er

 / 
to

nn
e 

pr
od

uc
tio

n

Town water use
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Expenditure

Capital expenditure, safety
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Expenditure

Emissions to air

The effi ciency of use of town water for manufacture is now steady. 
While we continue to ensure our people understand the importance 
of conserving this valuable resource, we have not found any projects 
to further reduce the use of water during the last three years. The 
principal reason for the small increase is a continuing change in 
product mix.

The major capital expenditure for the year was on our fi re fi ghting 
system, with a major upgrade. In addition, we invested in our gas 
detection systems. These are designed to provide early warning of 
release of toxic gases such as chlorine. On environmental protection, 
we revamped some of our sewer network.

Almost half of the odour complaints from neighbours during the 
last year did not originate from Nufarm. To reduce odour emission, 
we installed a VOC capable condenser in the “Ag Synthesis” 
plant, on the reactors R20 and R70. Unfortunately, we stopped 
the production of Sellogen which was often the cause of our 
neighbours’ complaints.

Most of our emissions to air have been about the same as last year, 
the one grossly different number is for VOC. The emission of VOC 
compounds is calculated from mass balance of solvents, as required 
by DRIRE. Unfortunately this method is very inaccurate, because it 
relies on determining the difference between two very large numbers 
(the amount of material purchased and the amount used). The amount 
reported is within the error band of determining the mass balance. We 
report the fi nding, but have no faith in its accuracy.

Emergency exercise
Together with the authorities, 
we organised an emergency 
exercise (PPI) involving the 
external fi re brigade.
The scenario imagined a leak 
of chlorine external to the 
storage.
The main aims were:
•   to check our internal 
organisation, especially staff 
evacuation
•   to check our emergency 
communication for people 
within 9.7 km of the plant 
(15,000 people were called
•   to check the emergency 
response of the authorities 
unit
The exercise went well. 
We have included some 
photos taken at the time.




